
Dance Scratch Night 
Wednesday 5 October 2022 

Old Fire Station, Oxford 
 

Oxford Dance Forum are delighted to be back at the OFS to share an evening of new ideas and invite feedback, 
comments and discussion from the audience. We have three local and one guest regional maker sharing work 
this evening. 
 
Andy Solway: 66 Dances - a Fragment 
 
Andy Solway has been creating improvised performances since the 1980s. The pieces in this Scratch Night are 
fragments from a two-day performance planned for later this year. 66 Dances is a challenge, a taking stock, an 
artistic collaboration, and a reflection on the world over the past 66 years. On 2 December, Andy will be 66. 
Over two days, 2 - 3 December, at Littlemore Church, he will perform 66 dances, supported by an amazing group 
of dancers, musicians and other collaborators. 
 
Dancers: Sue Amey, Karen Goonewardene, Alex Howard, Erica Ison, Jenny Parrott, Andy, Solway, Lizzy Spight 
and Ségolène Tarte 
Music: Malcolm Atkins, Paul Medley 
Haikus: Erica Ison (the haikus are available to read in the foyer) 
 
Dew Dance: Under the treetops 
 
Under the treetops is a contemporary dance performance celebrating nature and the significance of trees, 
intertwined with stories of the community. Performed by Dew Dance, we explore how trees signify growth, 
sustain life and are a place of shelter. Trees are home. Originally choreographed for bespoke outdoor spaces, 
Under the treetops is undergoing further development and adaptation for stage. 
 
Dancers: Emma Bingham, Liezl de Wouters (choreographer), Robyn Gamston, Daisy Gilder 
 

Opening scene: He loves me, he loves me not. She loves me, she loves me lots!  
 

When I was a kid: In our wood, there was a fallen tree and me and my friend Elsa, decided to 
make a swing on it. It took over two hours! And my dad, he made a sign and put our names on 
it. And people from all over have come and written really lovely comments of encouragement. 

 
The dead tree: Growing up we had a tree in our garden, which was struck by lightning. The tree 
died and was black and lifeless in the centre of the lawn. But it became a thing of legend and 
our favourite place to play as siblings. We picnicked under it, told stories about it and camped 
under it. In death, it got a whole new lease of life. 

 
Dew Dance is an emerging contemporary dance company in High Wycombe, UK making engaging and thought-
provoking dance. Liezl is an engineer turned dance artist, bringing a unique set of transferable skills to her dance 
practice and an ethos that everyone can transition into following their passion. During her time at Broadway 
Dance Center in New York, she was mentored by Ashle Dawson (SYTYCD) and, as part of Elevate Dance 
Company, completed vocational training, led by Springs Dance in London. She is currently studying under 
choreographer Rick Tjia (Cirque de Soleil) to complete the I-PATH Diploma in Choreography for which her piece, 



‘Against the Tide,’ was chosen as a choreography finalist for the International Online Dance Competition. She 
recently performed with E33 Dance Company and at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival with Infusion Physical 
Theatre. Please visit the website for further details: www.dewdance.co.uk/under-the-treetops 
 
Ségolène Tarte: Peregrine Suite (Excerpts; Work in Progress) 
 
Different times, different places, different states of minds … There are so many ways to travel! Dedicated to all 
who yearn for travel, and particularly to those who find themselves constrained to traveling in their 
imaginations, “Peregrine Suite” is an evocation of travels in time, in space, and in minds; it spins a tale of 
connections with others, with the self, and with the wondrous. Let yourself be carried along this semi-
improvised ambulation across ballet, butoh, and, contemporary. Follow the spinners of tales …  
 
Choreography: Ségolène Tarte 
Dancers: Jenny Parrott, Andy Solway, Ségolène Tarte 
Music: (1) Grégory Jolivet, “For So”; (2) Vivaldi, “Cum Dederit”, arranged and performed by Nora Fischer & 
Marnix Dorrestein; (3) Andrey Vinogradov, “Street Dance. Neo Medieval Tune for Hurdy-Gurdy, Organ & Drum” 
Prop: Peter Street and Ségolène Tarte 
 
Grateful thanks to ODF for the space and time to develop and experiment with the ideas that led to Peregrine 
suite through Creative Labs, to the ODF dance artists who came to Creative Labs and made most precious 
contributions, and to Peter Street for his fabulous carpentry skills. 
 
Ayala Kingsley: Intermediary 
 

… The body itself is a screen 
to shield and partially reveal 
the light that’s blazing 
inside your presence. 
Water, stories, the body, 
all the things we do, are mediums 
that hide and show what’s hidden …  

- Rumi 
 
This piece came out of Café Reason's 'Starting from Zero' lockdown project, where I experimented with using 
everyday materials and objects to explore states of relationship, restriction, and transformation. It was then 
developed for our Virtual Diamond Night in March within the theme of ‘Hidden’. 
 
Music: Malcolm Atkins 
 
 
If you have further feedback or comments, please email oxford.dance.forum@gmail.com and we will pass it 
onto the artists. 
 
Keep in touch with ODF: www.oxforddanceforum.com 
Facebook page: /oxforddanceCPD | Facebook group: ODF - Oxford Dance Forum 
Instagram: @oxford.dance.forum | twitter: @OxDanceForum 
 
Oxford Dance Forum would like to thank the Old Fire Station and all their team for supporting this event. 
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